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Tiirkiye, Birinei Diinya Savagt sasinda ve bu savagin hemen
sonunda, digmanlarma kargt hir olim-kalim miicadelesi yuritirken,
kendi smaclan iginde, 6teki “milletlere” layasla oldn
bir hayat siiren Ermenilerden bazilavoun, vabanc
gikar digkiinii onderlerinee aldatilarak, kendi y
karst nasil thanet cltikleri, bir siive dnee Tiirkg

- miirelTeh
ta kgkirtdan,
tlarn rr[irkiyv’yu
ve ing’l’lim't olarak
mde  Dbelgesel olarak

ddugum bazt énemli belgeleri

imcelemeye cabisacagm, Tiipgre bhuygdfelgeler, Brmeni soronuyla iliskin
olarak gkardigim su songflaz) #ihie da giiclendiryor:

r. Bazt Ermeuniler felliffreni ouderlert, wtanmadan ve digiin-
cesizee  davranarak | Ernie

oltim-kalim
propagandd kKuprulug ve organlarm kotuye kollanavak, Tiirkivedeki
Erment teherrleriyle ilgili gergeklert tahnil etmigler; ve

3. Bizzat Lrmeniler, Misliiman halka kargt geniy dlcdde tedhig
ve kirtm kampanyast acarak, Hivistivanhk Dimyast’'ni aldatmak igin
gene kendi propaganda araclarin, katledilenlerin Ermeniler oldugu
volundaki yalan haberleri diinvaya yaymada kullanmgbardae

b Bl “Yeni Belgelerin Tnm Alunda Frmeni ‘Teheivlen™, Beileten, C. XXXV,
Qcak 1972, 5. 31-403 “Armenian Deportations: A Re-Appraisal in the light of new
Documents™, Belleten, G, XNXXVI. Qeak tq52, s 5160 Groco-rArmenian Conspriracy
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Tehcirlerle Iliskin Olarak Istanbul’da Ingiliz Istihbaratinin
Eline Gegen Osmanli Gizli Belgeleri

Istanbul’daki Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiseri vekili (Biiyiikelgi sevi-
yesinde), Nevile Henderson, 22 Mayis 1923°de Ingiltere Dagisleri
Bakanligi Dogu Masas: yetkililerinden Lancelot Oliphant’a génder-
digi ozel yaziya, Ingiliz ajanlarinca Babial’den galinan baz “devlet
belgelerini” de iligtiriyor; bunlarn, Mondros Birakigmasimin (3o0.
10. 1918) ilk giinlerinde Istanbul’daki Ingiliz Askeri Istihbaratinca
Babiali'den ele gecirildiklerini; bir siire gizli olarak onlarin yaninda
kaldiktan sonra Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiserligine génderildiklerini bil-
diriyordu.

Bugiin Londra’da, Ingiliz Devlet Arsivi (Public Record Oﬁzce),
Digisleri Bakanligr belgeleri arasinda 9158 sayils dosyada “E 55238
sayih olarak muhafaza edilen bu belgeler, 1915'de Igisleri Bakani
bulunan Taldt Bey'in (daha sonra Talat Pasa), Ermeni tehcirleri
konusunda gonderdigi gizli yénergelerden bazilarimi kapsamaktadar.
Bu belgeler, Ermeni tehcirleri konusunda Osmanh yonetiminin iddia
edildigi kadar suc¢lu olmadigim aydmhga kavusturmaktadir. Bun-
larin en o&nemlilerini buraya ahyoruz (Not: Asagidaki pasajlar
Ingilizceden gevr11m1§t1r) |

Osmanh Igigleri Bakanlhgi,) Ermeni tehcirlerinden sorumlu sivil
ve askeri yetkililere, 28 Mayis 1915°de, 296 sayil1 su gizli yonergeyi
gonderiyordu:

‘“...Bilinen bélgelere tasmacak olan niifusun yerlestiril-
mesi ve bakimi konularyla ilgili nizamlarin 8. maddesinde,
saptanan hir yere gitmesi onceden kararlagtirilan bir kigi dilerse
ve gocmenlerle ilgili komisyonun ve yerel katlarin rizasi tizerine
bagka bir yere gidelebilecegi dikkatimize sunulmustur. Savagin
sonuna dek highir kisi, ikamet yerini degigtirmemelidir...”

Bu gizli yonergenin son cilimlesi, Osmanlh yénetimi ve yetkili-
lerinin Ermenileri ortadan kaldirmak amaci giittiiklerini éne siiren
bazi Ermeni ve Lrmeni yandagyi propagandacilann iddialarim acikca
cliriitmektedir.

Against Turkey Revived, Kibris Tiirk Cemiyeti yaymi, Londra, Haziran 1975; Shocking
New Documents Wihich Belie the Armenian Claim that the Otioman Government was Res-
ponsible for the Armenian Tragic Adventure 6o Years Ago, Kibris Tiirk Cemiyeti yayini,
Londra, Eylul 1g975.
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Asagidaki belgeler, soruna daha cok stk serpmektedirler:

Bursa Valisi Ismail Hakki, 5 Agustos 1915°de Mudanya Kay-
makamma génderdigi 802 sayili gizli yaziya, Ermenilerin baska yer-
lere tagmmalariyla ilgili gizli mektuplarn suretlerini ve ilde uygu-
lanmast ongoriillen nizamlarn iligtiriyordu. Bu mektuplarin bazilan

sunlarda:

“28. 7. 1915. Tehcir edilen Ermenilerle resmi kuruluslar

veya ozel kigiler arasindaki bor¢ ve kredilerin édenmeleriyle ilgili
Kanunlar yakinda size gonderilecektir. Bu arada bu bor¢ ve
kredilerin kaybolmamalar:1 igin, ©6zel bir deftere kaydediniz.

Imza: Talat, Bakan”.

“g0. 7. 1915. Tehcir edilen Ermenilerin mallarinin ¢cok ucuza

tekelcilere satildigr ve boylece mal sahiplerme biiyiik haksizhik
yapildigt 6grenilmis bulunuyor. Bu yiizden su ¢nlemlere bag
vurulmalhidir: /

a)

b)

Tiim yabancilarin ve slipheli kisilerin, bosaltilacak olan bol-
gelere girmelerini veya o bglgelerde serbest¢e dolagmalarim
yasaklayiniz; /

Bolgede bu bicimy/ kisiler varsa, onlan ivedilikle ayrilmaya
zorlayiniz;

Giiling denecek-fiyatlar ilizerinden mal satin almis kigiler
varsa, satislarl iptal etmek, fiyatlart normal seviyeye yiikselt-
mek ve kanun digt kdr saglanmasmni énlemek icin gerekli
olgemleri alimiz;

Ermenilere, diledikleri herseyi birlikte gotiirme yetkisi veriniz;

Geride birakilan egyalar arasinda cliriiyebilen maddeler var-
sa, onemli olanlar acik artirma ile satimz;

Geride hirakilan egyalar arasinda giirtimeyecek nitelikte olan-
lar1 mal sahipleri hesabina koruyunuz;

Bir mal sahibini mal iizerindeki tiim haklarindan yoksun
birakacak ve onun iilkeyle olan iligkilerini kesecek kiralama,
rehine koyma, satma veya ipotekle ilgili tiim anlagmalar:
onleyiniz. Tehcirlerin bagladig: tarihten bugiine dek yapilan
bu denli anlagsmalan gegersiz sayiniz;
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g) Bu bigim anlagmalarin bundan sonra da yapilmalarina engel

olunuz;

¢) Kesin satisla ilgili islemler i¢in yetki veriniz, ama yabancilarm
arazi ve ev esyalan satin almalarina engel olunuz.

Imza: Talat, Bakan®.

Talat Bey, tehcir edilen Ermenilerin istismar edilmelerine engel
olmya caligan Osmanl Igisleri Bakani (daha sonra Sadrazam) idi.
Bu 1yiligine karsilik olarak ileride bir Ermeni fanatigi tarafindan

katledilecekti.

“g0. 7. 1915... Tehcir edilecek olan Ermeni gruplarina
ozel yetkililer refakat etmelidirler. Ermenilere yiyecek ve dile-
dikleri gerecleri saglaymiz. Bu amacla yapilacak masraflar, goc-
menlere ayrilacak odenekten karsilanacaktr.

Imza: Bakan adina Ali Miinif™. /

Osmanli Igigleri Bakanlig:, Ermenilerin tehcirleri konusunda 28
Agustos 1915°de baz1 yonergeler kaleme aliyor; bunlar gizli yazilara
ilisik olarak Valilere génderiyor ye onlara, bu yonergelerin uygu-
lanmalar igin en iyi 6l¢cemlerijalmay, tiim dikkatlerini bunlarin uy-
gulanmalarina vermeyi buyuruyordu. Yénergelerin bazilar soyle idi:
(Not: Bunlar Ingilizceden cevrilmistir):

“Madde 1.
Madde 2.
Madde 3.

Tehcir edilecek olanlardan, yaya olarak veya ara-
balarla hedefe ulasacak olanlarin olusturdugu kafi-
leler, ayrilacaklari yerlere en yakin istasyonlarda
toplanacaklardir.

Istasyonlarda, tehcir edilecek olanlar arasinda, aile
reisinin asker oldugunu kanitlayacak resmi belgeleri
bulunanlar, aile reisi olmiyan kadin veya yetimler,
kendilerine ayrilan yerlere gitmek istemiyen Katolik
veya Protestanlar varsa, kafileden ayrilarak, istas-
yonlarin bulunduklarn il veya ilgelerdeki koyler
arasinda dagitilacaklardir.

Uzun siire yagadiklart yerlerden heniiz bagka yer-
lere tagmmamig asker aileleri, Protestan ve Katolik-
ler, iilke icin gergekten yararh mistahsiller, halk i¢in
yararh egyalar imal eden fabrikalarda ¢alisan isciler,



Madde g.

Madde r1o0.

Madde 1a2.

Madde 13.

Madde 16.
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demiryollar1 ve istasyonlarda caliganlar, ikamet yer-
lerinde barindirilacaklardir. Bu simiflardaki Ermeni-
lerin aileleri de kendi lokallerinde barindirilacaklar-
dir.

Gocmenlerin yiyecekleri, ulasacaklari hedefe vara-
caklari gline dek onlara saglanmalidir. Fakir goc-
menlerin gida masraflary, onlarin gégleriyle ilgili
resmi kurulusca karsilanacaktir.

Tehcir edilenlerin kamplarim daima nezaret altinda
tutunuz. Onlarm saghk, givenlik ve diizenliklerini
saglamak icin gerekli 6lcemleri alimiz. Yerli gé¢cmen-
lere uygun yiyecek saglayiniz. Bir doktetun giinliik
ziyaretleriyle onlarin saghgina dikkat gosteriniz.
Hastalara bakimiz; hamile kadmlarim ve yeni dogan
bebeklerin tim gereclerini saglayimiz, Tiim olarak bu
emirlerin yerine getirilmesinden ilgili memurlar
sorumludurlar.

Istasyonlarin bulunduklar il ve ilcelerden atanan
goc memurlary alachklars buyruk ve yonergeleri
uygulamaktan serumludurlar. Vali, Vali yardimcist
ve kaymakamlar, bu yonergelerin uygulanmalarin-
dan, go¢ memurlarina ve levazim kontrolériine di-
sen _gorevlerin uygun bicimde yerine getirilmele-
riidén, sorumludurlar.

Erekli ve Pozanti arasindaki bolgelere gotiiriilecek
olanlarin bir kismi demiryolu, bir kismi da otomo-
bille gitmelidir. 11k olarak hastalar, kadin, ¢ocuk ve
yashilar demiryoluyla gonderilmeli; geriye kalanlar,
kendi giiglerine gore ya arabalarla, ya atlarla veya
yaya olarak sevkedilmelidirler. Her kafileye bir mu-
hafiz birligi refakat etmeli ve kafilenin yiyecek stoku,
hedefe ulagincaya dek muhafaza edilmelidir.

Kafilelerdeki kigilerin sayis1 ve Erekli’den Pozant’ya
veya Tarsus’a veya Pozanti’dan Tarsus’a gonderi-
lecek her kafilenin hareket tarihi hakkinda goglerden
sorumlu merkezi kurulusa, telyazisiyle bilgi wveril-
melidir.
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Ikamet ettikleri yerlerde kalmak veya o yerlere don-
mek amaciyla gocmenler tarafindan takdim edilecek
olan ve askeri hizmet, Protestanlik veya Katoliklikten
gayri iyl nedenler gosteren dilekgeler, ilgili tavsiye-
lerle birlikte I¢isleri Bakanlhigma gonderilecektir. Ilgili
memurlar, bu dilekgelere verilecek karsiliklara gore
davranacaklardir,

Goc¢menlerin barindirilmalar: veya ikamet ettikler
eski yerlere geri gonderilmeleriyle ilgili olarak oteki
Hikiimet dairelerinden alnacak tiim yazilar, tel-
yazisiyla Bakanin dikkatine sunulacak ve makamlar,
Bakanin bu konuda verecegi yoneggeleri yerine
getireceklerdir.

/
. Gerek seyahat sirasinda gerekse kamplarda gog-

menler saldirtya ugrarlarsa, failleri derhal durdu-
runuz ve ilgili tafsilatla birlikte onlar: Askeri Yargi-
taya sevkediniz.

Gogmenlerden rigvet veya hediye alan, vaad veya
tehditle kadmlari kétiiye kullanan veya onlarla
kanun digi iligkiler kuran memurlar derhal geri ali-
narak gert bicimde cezalandirilmak tizere Askeri
Yargitaya verileceklerdir.

Gégmenlerden sorumlu 6zel memurlar, gorevlerinde
ihmalkarhk veya dikkatsizlik gosterirlerse, maaglan
durdurulacaktir. Ikinci bir sug iglerlerse, maas ve
riitbelerinde indirme yapilacaktir.

Vali ve Kaymakamlar, kamplara ve yolda kafilelere
devamli surette nezaret etmekle, bu nizamlarin
timiiyle ve esashh bicimde uygulanmalarini sagla-
makla sorumludurlar. 28 Agustos 1915.

Bakan adina,

Gogmenlerin Barindirilmalarinda Sorumlu Hizmet
Miudtra™ 2.

? Yukaridaki belgelerin foto-kopileri igin **Belgeler” béliimiine bakiniz.
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Ermeni Thaneti: Curnalc: Ermeniler

Ingiltere Disisleri Bakanhigi Arsivinde bulunan asagidaki mevsuk
belge, bazi Ermenilerin, kendi yurtlan Tiirkiye'ye kars: islemis olduk-
lar1 ithaneti acikca kamitlamaktadir:

Osmanh uyruklu, Ermeni asilh Vahan Kardasiyan’in 8 Temmuz
1918’de Ingiliz yetkililerinden Lord Robert Cecil’e gonderdigi gizli
yazi. Bir hukukcu oldugunu o6ne siiren Kardasiyan, 1915 yili San
Francisco fuarinda Osmanh yonetimini Yiiksek Komiser olarak temsil
etmisti. Mektubunu Ingilizceden aynen ceviriyoruz:

“Tirkiye savasa girmeden 41 giin dnce, Washington’daki
Ingiliz Biiyiikelciligine, Tiirkiye'nin Almanya’dan yana savasa
girmek karari aldigimi bildirdim ve 7irk, savag plmzlarznz iettim. .
1915 yili yazinmn ortalarma dogru, General Ali Thsan Paga 1le
yapmis oldugum goriismeler konusunda, Lngﬂtele Dasigler: Bakan-
ligina dogrudan bilgi verdim. Ordu komutan bulunan Ali Thsan
Pasa, Ruslarca teslim alinmig, ama Siberya yoluyla kacarak, benim
o siralarda maalesef Tirk komiseri bulundugum San Francisco’ya
sigmnugts, Thsan’in o swalavda bana anlattigina gore, kendi
kanisinca, Tiirkiye’nin gavunma hattindaki en zayif nokta Kilikya
(Cukurova) kiyist idiy ctinkii Filistin ve Irak’daki Tiirk ordularina
savag gereci tagiyan demiryolu, kiyidan ancak 45 kilometre uzakta
olup kiytya dek uzamyordu. Ihsan bana ayrica sunlari soyle-
misti: ‘Bereketversin ki, Tanri, Baglasik askeri 6nderlerinin
akillarini karigtirdr ve gozlerini kor etti’.

Eski Osmanh Dagigleri Bakani Asim Bey birkag kez ve simdiki

Disisleri Bakam Halil Bey bir kez olmak iizere, bana, Ingiltere’ye
kargt savaga girilirse, Tiirk hedefinin Dip-Kafkas yoluyla Afga-
nistan ve Hindistan’a dek ilerlemek oldugunu bildirmislerdi’ ®.
Tiirkiye’deki Ingiliz Istihbarat yetkilisi, 15 Nisan 1919’da Ingiliz
Istihbarat Sefine génderdigi yaziya, Adana’daki Ingiliz Istihbarat
yetkilisinin Aziziye ilcesindeki durumla iligkin olarak hazirladig:
raporun suretini iligtiriyor; bu raporun, “Iran’da dogmug, giwenilir bir
Ermeni ajant”, Aziziye’deki durumla ilgili olarak ayrmtili bilgi sag-

3 Ingiliz Devlet Arsivi (bundan boyle I.D. A, olarak amilacaktir), Disisleri
Bakanhg belgeleri, FO/3410/129455.
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lamak amaciyla s6z konusu bolgeyi gezdikten sonra hazirlandigim
bildiriyordu *.

Gerek savag sirasinda, gerek savasdan hemen sonra Birakisma
giinlerinde, Tiirk postalarmda galigan Rum ve Ermeniler, Osmanh
devlet sirlarm yurdun diismanlart olan Ttilaf Devletleri yetkililerine
bildiriyorlardi.

Ermenilerin Tiirkiye’ye Diisman Devletlerle Yaptiklar:
Su¢ Ortaklig::

Yurdumuzu parcalamaya gelen yabanct miistevlilere kargi
baglatmig oldugumuz kurtulus savagmin en bunalunh giinlerinde,
Ermeniler, islerine geldigi gibi diismanlarimizla ve ozellikle Pontuscu
Rum ve Yunanhlarla igbirligi yapmaktan ve Tiirkleri yeniden arkadan
vurmak tegebbislerini tekrarlamaktan asla geri kalmiyorlard. Orne-
gin, Yunan Millet Meclisinin 10 Mayis ;1920 giinkii oturumunda,
Meclis Bagkani Th. Sofulis, Ermeni Erivan hiikiimetine gonderilen
ve Kilikya’da Ermenilere kargt girigildigi iddia edilen Tirk kirim
davranislarmi kinayarak Yunan Parlamentosunun Ermeni halkina
sempatilerini belirten 23 Mart /1920 tarihli bir mektubu ve buna
Ermeni Cumhurbagkan: /Hatissiyan tarafindan verilen 6 Nisan 1920
tarihli kargilign okuyordu. Hatissiyan, belirttigi sempatiden 6tiiri
Yunan Parlamentosuna tegekkiir ediyor, “‘iki iilke arasindaki icten
iligkilerin ileride’ daha siki bir hale gelmesini” dileyordu ®.

Zaten bu siralarda Yunanhlar, Pontus Cumhuriyeti diisii pesinde
kosuyor; Karadeniz kiyis1 boyunca uzanan bélgelerde olay ¢ikarmakla
ugragiyorlardi, Atina’daki Ingiliz ortaelgisi Lord Granville, 8 Aralik
1919’da Ingiltere Disisleri Bakani vekili Lord Curzon’a génderdigi
kapali telyazisinda, Yunanhlarin, Karadeniz kiyilarmdaki Tiirk
illerinde bir Yunan Pontus Cumhuriyeti kurma c¢abalari konusunda
bilgi veriyordu. Ingiltere Digisleri Bakanligi Dogu Masast yetkili-
lerinden George Kidston, 8 giin sonra bu tel yazisina su derkenar:
not ediyordu: ‘““Yunanlilarin, karma bir Yunan-Ermeni ordusu
kurmak konusunda Ermenilerle goriistiiklerini biliyoruz” ¢.

1 1. D. A., FO/4222/142744.
® Yunan Millet Meclisi Tutanaklari, ““‘Prakiika”, 10. 5. 1920.
¢ I. D. A,, FO/4240/161530.
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Ingiltere Digisleri Bakanhg, 26 Subat 1920°de M. Konstantinis
ve G. Pissani imzalarini tagiyan ama Ingiliz Bagbakan: Lloyd George’a
hitap eden tarihsiz bir mektup aliyordu. Mektup sahipleri, Pontus
sorunu konusunda Barig Konferansina ii¢ andirt sunduklanm bil-
diriyor, sunlari ekliyorlardi:

“Cografi yakinlik ve din birligi, Pontus’la Ermenistan ara-
sinda siki iligkiler kurulmasinda daima yardimci olmustur. . .
Ermenilerle Pontus Rumlarimin tek bir federe devlet iginde bir-
lesmelerine yardimeci olmak, Baglagiklarin kendi cikarlari yarari-
nadir. Her iki ulusun diizen iginde igbirligi yapmalar: saglanmig
bulunuyor. 16 Ocak 1920°de Pontus Rumlarmin temsilcileriyle
Erivan Cumhuriyetinin Bagbakani M. Hatissiyan arasmda
Tiflis’de resmi bir anlagyma imzalanmigtir. Tasarlanan federe
devletin anayasasinin anahatlari ¢izilmigtie. Bunun ayrintilan
ileride gorugilecektir. .. Baglajik yonetimleri, her iki halkin
Tirk boyundurugundan kurtulmalamma yardimer olmak ve
onlarmn igbirligini tesvik etmekle hem Mustafa Kemal’e hem de
Lenin’e karst gercek bir barikat kurmus olacaklardir™ 7.

Bu arada Ingilizce Times gazet»e'éi de, 1 Mart 1920 giinki sayisinda
D.A.K. simgesini kullanan/bir okuyucunun “Kafkasya ve Bolsevizm™
baghgi altinda bir mektubunu yayinliyordu. Yazara gore, birkac ay
once kendi aralarinda, ighirligi konusunda anlasamayan Pontus’la
Ermenistan, onlart “‘kendi ortak gikarlari’” adina siki bigimde birles-
meye baslangigtan beri isteleyen Yunan Bagbakani Eleftherios Veni-
zelos’un ‘“‘devlet adamlarina yarasir politikasina™ kapilmig; beg hafta
kadar énce, temsilcileri Tiflis’"de bir anlagma aktetmis; Ermenistan’
temsil eden General Termenasiyan’la Pontus’u temsil eden Yunan
Ordusu eski subaylarindan Albay Katheniotis ve Rus Ordusu eski
subaylarindan (Rum asilli) Albay Ananiyas arasinda 16 Ocak 1920°de
askerl bir pakt imzalanmisti. Bu pakt, Bolgeviklerin stz konusu iilkelere
sizmalarimi engellemek amaciyla ortak tedbirler alinmasim 6ngorii-
yordu. Pontus akimimin &nciileri, Pontus’la Ermenistan birlesirse,
Bolgevizmle Tiirk Milliyetcilerine karst giiclii bir engel yaratacak-
larina inamyorlardz 8.

.D. A., FO/5192/E 621.
.D. A., FO/5192 E[621; Times, Londra, 1. 3. 1g20.

7
g %

Relleten €. XLI, 10
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Oteyandan, Londra’daki Ermeni temsilcisi Mr. Malcolm, 19
Temmuz 1920 sabahi, iki ay kadar énce Ermenistan Cumhurbagkam
bulunan M. Hatissiyan’y, Ingiltere Digigleri Bakanligt yetkililerinden
D. G. Osborne’la goriigmeye gétiiriiyordu. Uzun siiren bu goriisme
sirasinda M. Hatissiyan, FErmenilerin bashca koruyucular: saydik-
larn Ingiltere’ye tesekkiir ediyor; ¢esitli Ermeni kolonilerinden 20
milyon dolarlik bir kredi saglamak amaciyla, kendi yonetiminin tam
yetkili ve 6zel temsilcisi olarak Avrupa’yr gezmekte oldufunu; sag-
lanacak paranm yarismun, “Tirkiye'nin Dogu Illerini isgalde yaprlacak
askert masrafa harcanacaginy bildiriyor; Tiirk illerini wedilikle isgal etmesi
igin Ermenistan’a yetki verilmesini dileyor ve Anadolw’da Yunan harekdti
olurken, Ingiliz donanmasimn da Trabzow’da yardumiple, Ermeni ordusu
wedilikle davramirsa, ciddi direnigle kargilasmiyarak bicj!sz olglide  basar
saglamak sansimn varligindan™ soz ediyordu ®. Ama bu konuda Harbiye
Bakanhgima danmigan Digigleri Bakanhgi, Ermeni saldirisi i¢in yetki ver-
mekten kaciniyordu; oysa ki Yunan Basbakani Eleftherios Venizelos,
Tiirkiye’'nin Karadeniz kiyilarinda, Ermenistan ve Giircistan’la ighir-
ligi yaparak, “Islama ve daha sonra Rus Epmeryalizmine karst giiglii
bir barikat yaratacagma™ inandigi bir Pontus devleti kurulmasini
oneriyor; Ingiliz yonetimini, boyle bir devletin kurulusunu finanse
etmeye cagiriyordu 0. f

Ingilizlerin bu tutumlarma karsin, Ermeniler, Tiirkiye'ye karst
diizenlerini stirdiiriiyorlardi. Ornegin, Istanbul’daki Ingiliz Yiiksek
Komiseri Amiral Sir John de Robeck, 16 Agustos 1g20°de Lord Cur-
zon’a gonderdigi kapali telyazisinda soyle diyordu:

“Ogrendigime gore, Suriye’deki durumlari konusunda gii-
vence alan Fransizlar, simdi Kilikya'ya biiyik olgiide takviye
glicli gondererek bolgeyr Kemalist savascilardan temizlemeyi
tasarhyorlar, Gaonilli Ermeni milislerini ve 5.000%e yaklagth Ermeniyi
silah altmda tutuyorlar. Yunanistan, Ermeni savagglanna dagidmak
iizere, Pire limanindan 5.000 sildh ve 8 milyon mermi gondermis bulu-
nuyor. .. 1,

9 1. D. A, FO/4958/E g127.

0 I.D.A., FO/5135/E 12594, Yunan Bashakami Eleftherios Venizelos’dan
Ingiltere Basbakam Lloyd George’a kapali telyazisi, Atina, 5. 10. 1g20.

1 1, D. A, FO/5054/E 9984.
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Béylece, Tiirk Milliyetgileri, Biiyiik Millet Meclisi'nin agilmasin-
dan 6nceki ve hemen sonraki dénemde, hem Bati Anadolu’da tam
orgiitlii bir Yunan ordusuna karsi koymak zorunda kaliyor, hem de
Kuzey-Doguda olay ¢ikarmakla ugrasan ve Sovyet Rusya’dan yardim
almalarim engellemeye calisan Ermeni-Pontus komplosuyla kargi kar-
siya geliyorlardi. Bununla birlikte Tiirk yurduna, Tiirk ulusuna ve
Tirk varhgima kargt kurulan Yunan-Ermeni diizeni, ¢liimsiiz Mus-
tafa Kemal’in komutasindaki Tiirk Ordusunca etkisiz birakiliyordu.

Ermeni Propagandas:

Ingiliz Milletvekillerinden (Ermeni dostu) Aneurin  Williams,
9 ocak 1920°de Ingiltere Disigleri Bakanlhgi Parlamento Miistegar
Cecil Harmsworth’a génderdigi mektupta, Londra Belediye Bag-
kanmin kurmug oldugu “Ermeni Yardim Foru”’nun Anadolu’daki
bas temsilcisi rahip Harold Buxton’dan oldukga endige verici haberler
aldigim bildiriyordu. Bu haberlere gore, Tirk Milliyetgilerinin énderi
Mustafa Kemal, 50.000 ile 100.000. arasinda Ermeni’yi, Baglagiklar
korumazlarsa katledecekmis. Ingiliz rahibi, tehlikenin cok yakin
olduguna dikkati gekiyor, ama ék bilgi vermiyordu. Aneurin Williams,
bu Ermenilerin nerede bulunduklarimt bilmedigini, ama birka¢ hafta
once, Mustafa Kemal’in, Tiirkiye parcalanirsa, elindeki tiim Hiris-
tiyanlar1 kirnmdan geg¢irmek tehdidinde bulundugunu hatirlatiyor,
sunlar1 ekliyordu:

“Pek/dogal olarak, Avrupa bu denli tehditlere boyun egemez.
Oldiirmek tehdidini savurdugu kigileri kurtarmak icin ne yapila-
bilecegini bilmiyorum, ama, bdyle bir davramgia bulunursa kendi
basim yitirecegt ona agtk¢a bildirilebilir. Herhalde konuyu iyi bili-
yorsunuz; ama bunu size bildirmeyi bor¢ sayarim. Bu denli
bir kirimi onlemek icin olanakli olan hergeyin yapilacagina
eminim’’,

Ingiltere Disisleri Bakanhgi yetkililerinden W. S. Edmonds, 1
Ocak 1920’de belgeye su derkenari not ediyordu:

“...Endise yaraticr séylentiler Ermenileri pek dogal olarak sarmig
bulunuyor ama ozellikle bu soylenti, herhalde Paris’t etkilemek amacinz
giidiiyor” 12,

12 [.D. A, FO/4161/169898.
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Baslangicta Ermeni propagandacilarinin sézlerine kapilan in-
giliz siyasi temsilcileri, en sonunda uyanmaya bashyor ve Kilikya’daki
Ermenilerin Fransizlar tarafindan askere alinmalarmin ya da askeri
amaclar i¢in calistirilmalarinin oradaki durumun gerginligini arttir-
masinda etken oldugunu kabul etmiye bagliyorlardi 13, Ornegin, Kahi-
re*deki Ermeni orgiitii, *“ Union Nationale Armentenne”, 30 Ekim 1g20’de
Ingiltere Digisleri Bakanh@ina gonderdigi mektupta, Baglagiklarn,
“Kilikya’daki Ermenileri kurtarmak igin’ oraya askeri miidahalede
bulunmalarini dilerken, Dasisleri Bakanligi yetkililerinden D. G.
Osborne, bu dilekceyle iliskin olarak 16 kasim 1g20’de su yorumda
bulunuyordu:

“Herhangi bir Ermeni talihsizlige ugrarsa, bunun, Baglagik-
larmn sorununa olan ve fedakarlik agamina eren baghliginmn so-
nucu oldugu, dolayisiyla Ingiltere’den tazmihat saglamaga hak
kazandi1 bir kilise yasas: gibi kabul ediliyof. Bu mektupta, simdi
Kilikya’da egemen olan durum, ‘Baglagiklarin sorununa olan
baglihg: yiiziinden kirim ve tehcirlere’ugrayan bir halkin akibeti’
olarak gosteriliyor. Bu biraz fazla kaciyor... Ermeni Generali
Bragratouni diin benimle gorigiirken, bana, Ermenilerin Sevr
Antlagmast ve Baglagiklar adma Kemalistlere karst carpigtiklarim
soyledi. Ben bunu yadsiyarak Ermenistan icin savagtiklarin soy-
ledim. Kilikya'daki Ermeniler konusunda tiim sorumluluga kars
gikarak, bu andimya karsibk olarak, Komiteye, Fransiz yoneti-
mine bagvurmayl 6nermeliyiz. Bu arada, kuwm ve lehcirlerle iliskin
yalan haberler: de’ diizeltebiliriz” 14,

Bir hafta kadar énce gene D. G. Osborne, Kilikya’daki Ermeni
kigkirtmalart konusunda su yorumda bulunmustu:

“Bu (kiskirtma), hic stiphesiz gercektir ve Tasnaklarin pro-
paganda usullerine biisbiitiin uyuyor. Boylece, psikolojik bir anda
Haccin dusiiyor ve oldukga geligtirilen Ermeni propaganda servisi
sayesinde tim diimya basina kium davramglar: abartilmg olarak yan-
sifiliyor™ 15,

13 1. D. A, FO/5044/E 2310.
4 1.D. A., FO/5210/E 14122.
% 1. D. A., FO/5210/EF 14870. D. G. Osborne’un raporu, Londra, g. 11, 1920.
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Ermeni Vahseti

Istanbul’daki Robert Kollej miidiirii C. F. Bates’in, Tiirkiye'de
yerel aragtirma yapmiya gelen Amerikan Tetkik Komisyonu iiyelerin-
den A. Lybyer’e 12 Nisan 1g20’de gonderdigi yazidan aktarilan asa-
gidaki pasaj oldukga ilgingtir:

“...Fransiz yonetiminin, Kilikya’ya Ermeni savascilar
getirmesi ve onlar1 orada jandarma ve polis olarak kullanmast
tiim Anadolu’da kotii etki yaratmigtir... Bu Ermeni erlerinin
cogu, O¢ almak amaciyla geldiklerini ictenlikle kabullenmigler-
dir... Anadolu’da bir Ermeni Kirallif1 kurulacag: yolundaki
actklamanin, iilkenin her yaninda bircok kargasalik ve kirim
davraniglarimin patlak vermesine isaret teskil, etmesinden c¢ok
korkuyorum. ..” /

Ingiltere Disisleri Bakanhg: yetkililerindeln 'Sir Ronald Graham,
C. F. Bates’in bu goriiglerini “saglam™ olz'trak niteliyordu 1§,

Ingiltere’'nin Misir Ordusu komutanlarindan Tuggeneral A. F.
Wavell bile, Kilikya’da “Fransiz-Ermeni ordusunun bazi béliklerince
birgok agirt davramglarda bulunuldugunu® kabulleniyordu; ama bu
boliiklere karsi disiplin dlgemleri almmig ve Fransiz-Ermeni erler
kentlerin diginda toplanarak yerlerini Ingiliz erlerine birakmiglardi.
Ingiliz generaline gore, bu Ermeni taburlarindaki en kotii erler kal-
dirihiyor; Kilikya’daki durum iyiye dogru gidiyordu. Ingiltere Digisleri
Bakanhg yetkililerinden N. D. Peterson, General Wavell’in bu rapo-
runu $oyle yorumluyordu:

“General Allenby, Fransiz Ermenilerinin tatmin edici olma-
diklart yolundaki raporunda ne kadar hakli imis. Yukanda yaz-
lanlar, gergekte vuku bulan olaylart ¢ok halim bigimde anlatiyor’ 7.

Ermenilere karst yapilan tiim bu suglamalara, Percy Christian
adindaki bir Ingiliz, 2 Mayis 1920’de sunlar1 ekliyordu:

“Adana ilindeki bunalimli durum konusunda size yeniden
bilgi vermeyi gorev sayarim. Ingiliz erleri buradan ayrilah beri
durum daha kétii olmustur, Ancak iilke digina yalan haberler
siziyor. Giinden giine giiglenmekie olan akim haydutluk degil, dayanmaz

16§, D.A., FO/4157/6681q.
17 1. D. A.,, FO/4165/79400, Tuggeneral A. F. Wavell’den Istanbul’daki
Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiserine yazi, 15. 4. 1914q.
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basky, zuliim ve est goriilmemis yolsuzluklara karsi tiim Miisliiman hal-
kuun genel apaklanmasidwr. Bagka bir soya mensup geteler, Miisliiman
koylerini toptan yikyyor ve bu amagla siléhlandirdiyor. Miislimanlarin
evleri yakilor ve bu yil olagan {istiinde iyi olan iiriinleri tarlalarda
ciiriimeye biwakihyor. Hig bir Misliiman giivenlik iginde degildir.
Kasabalarda bile kadwmlarin ¢arsaflary yutilarak gin ndinda onlara
tasallit ediliyor. Adana, Sis ve Osmaniye arasinda 40 veya 50 kiy yikil-
mugtr. Bu boélgedeki soylara mensup yerel halk, Avrupa’ya artik
giivenmiyor...” 18,

Alt1 hafta kadar sonra, Paris’deki Ingiliz Biiyiikelgisi Lord Derby,
agagidaki ilging telyazisimi Digigleri Bakani Lord Curzon’a gonderi-
yordu: |
“(Bariy Konferansindaki Ingiliz temsilcisi) Mr. Vansittart'in
(Fransiz iggiiderlerinden) M. de Caix, Berthi¢lot ve Kamner'den
ogrendigine gore. . . . yalmz kalan Tiirkleri katletmek igin her firsattan
yararlanan Ernemilerin bu tutumlary, Fransizlarin giigliiklerini
bir o kadar arttirmigtn’ 19,

Londra’daki Fransiz Maslahatgiizar1 A. de Fleauriau, 8 Kasim
1920’de Ingiltere Digigleri Bakanlhigma gonderdigi notada Kilikya
sorununa deginiyor ve bagimsiz bir Kilikya kurma yéniinde siyasal
amaglar giiden Ermenilerin, kigkirtmalarmi hala stirdiirdiiklerini
bildiriyordu 0. Ama Kilikya’daki ger¢ek durum, o siralarda Kibris’in
Magosa kentinde yagayan H. C. A. Eyres adl bir Ingiliz tarafindan
aciklaniyordu. Bu+Ingiliz uyrugu, 26 Ekim 1920’de kaleme aldig1
gizli bir mektupta soyle diyordu:

“Son ‘giinlerde Kilikya’dan gelen veya oradan mektup veya
haber alan birgok kigilerle yapmis oldugum goriismelerden sun-
lart 6grenmis bulunuyorum: Fransiz katlari, Kilikya’nin yone-
timini devraldiklar: sirada yerel halk ¢ok sevinmigti... ve bir-
birleriyle diizen ve dostluk icinde birlikte yagsamaya hazirda.
Adana Tiirkleri, Ermenileri tazmin etmek amaciyla kendi ara-
larinda ¢ok miktarda para topladilar ve Ermenilere dagittilar.
Onlarn evlerini yeniden inga ettiler; inek ve atlarim geri ver-

¥ 1.D.A., FO/5053/E 8264, Percy Christian’dan Lord Allenby’ye yazi,
Kibris, 2. 5. 1920. .

¥ 1. D. A., FO/5051/E 6966,

20 [, D. A., FO/5210/E 138%0.
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diler; o kadar ki, bircok Ermeniler, ge¢mise oranla daha gok

zenginlige sahip oldular. Fransiz Albayr Bremond gelir gelmez bu

paralarin biiyiik bir kismina el koydu. Tiim mallari miisadere
ederek geliratun: kendi cebine indirdi. Kenti yéneten bazi subay-
larla birlikte (6rnegin Osmaniye’de Yiizbasi André, Adana’da

Yiizbagt Martin ve Sis'de Yiizbayi Teiheren) ceteler kurdu. Bu

geteler bolgeyi dolagarak Tiirk kiylerini yakipor ve yagma ediyor; saglanan

ganimetler elebaslar arasmda béliisiliiyordu. Ozellikle Yiizbagi André -
nin bu sahada cok faaliyet gosterdigi sdyleniyor.

Yalmz Adana’da bir gece Tirklere karsi kunm davramglan
olmus ve 6o kadar evin sakinleri oldiriilerek soyulmustur. Bir Ingiliz
tanig1 olay sirasinda orada bulunuyordu... Onun bana anlat-
tiklarina inanmamak olanaksizdir. Fransizlarin da yardim ol-
madan boyle bir kinnm yapilamazdi; ama katillerin yalniz Ermeniler
olduklarma inamlyor. . . Bu kétii idaresizligin spnucu olarak birgok
Tirkler Adana’dan daglara kaciyor;. Fransizlara karst direnme
orgiitliiyor ve Kemalistlerden silah ve mermi yardimi aliyorlar-
dx. . S7H,

Kirtleri Kemalistlere karsi ayaklandirmak icin Anadolu’ya gon-
derilen ama Kemalistlerce takibata mgrayarak az daha ele gecirilen
Ingiliz Binbagis1 Noel bile, 1919 Mayisinda kaleme aldigy bir raporda
soyle diyordu:

“Rus ordusunca ve 1916 yili ilkbahar ve yazinda bu orduya
eslik eden Huistiyan O¢ ordusunca isgal edilerek yakilan bolgede
yaptigim l¢ aylik gezi sonunda, hi¢ cekinmeden diyebilirim ki,
Tiirkler, kendi diismanlarina karsi, kendi aleyhlerinde yapilan iddialar
kadar giiglii iddialar dne siirebilirler. .. yerel sakinlerin ve gorgii
sahiplerinin genel tamikhiklarina gore, Ruslar, kendilerine eslik eden
Nestoryan ve Ermenilerce kigkwtilarak. .. ellerine diigen, sivil halka
mensup her Miisliman, ayrim yapmadan 6ldiirmiis ve kesmislerdir,
Rowanduz kentinin ortadan kaldirnilmast ve sakinlerinin toptan kirima
tabi tutulmast tipik bir drnek olarak gosterilebilir. .. Rowanduz ve Nert
ilgelerinden gegen bir gezginci, Huristiyanlarin Miisliimanlara karge islemis
olduklar: vahgetin genis ve toplu belirtilerint goriir’ 2.

2 I, D. A, FO/5210/E 14898, Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiseri Sir Horace Rum-
bold’dan Lord Curzon’a yazi, Istanbul, 19. 11. 1920.

22 [, D. A., FO/3658/84426, Ingiliz Yiikseck Komiser vekili Amiral Richard
Webb’den Lord Curzon’a yazi, Istanbul, 17. 5. 1914, ilisikte Binbast E. W. C. No-
el’in raporu.
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Tiirk Ulusalcilarimin (Milliyetci) 6nderi Mustafa Kemal, Fran-
sizlarin Kilikya’yr iggallerini 12 Kasim 1919’da sert bir dille protesto
ediyor, sunlar ekliyordu:

“Tiirkiye’y: bolmek amaciyla Yunanhlarca isgal edilen Aydin
ilinde uygulanan kirim, baski ve imha siyasasi, Ermeniler: alet
olarak kullanan Fransizlarca iggal edilen Adana iline bagh Maras,
Urfa ve Antep’de uygulanan siyasaya benzemektedir” 23,

Osmanl: yonetimi, Kilikya olaylarina karsi cikiyor, “Fransizlarin
kendi isgal bolgelerini genisletmeleri ve Ermeni taskinlik ve kigkirtma-
lart yuziinden” Tirklerin karsi davranislarda bulunmaya zorlan-
diklarimi agikliyor; Ingiltere Digisleri Bakanhg: yetkililerinden W. S.
Edmonds, bu acgiklamayla iliskin olarak su yorumda' bulunuyordu:

“Hig siiphesiz, Ermeniler, ister yerel sivil isterse Fransiz
6denekli askeri clsun, eski hesaplary temizlemek igin birgok firsatlardan
yararlanmiglardir. Fransiz katlarimn | tutumu ise herhalde daya-
nilmaz bir bicim almagti. . .” '

Oteki yetkililerden Lord Hardirge sunlar: ekliyordu: “Sadrazam,
Fransizlara kargt yaptigi suglamada hakhdir” .

Tiirk Rehineleri

1920 Nisanina dek Ingiltere Disisleri Bakanhg, Kilikya’daki
Ermenilerin durumu hakkinda hala kot raporlar aliyordu. Bakanhk,
g Nisan 1920°de/ Istanbul’daki Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiseri Amiral Sir
John de Robeck’e ivedilikle su yonergeyil gonderiyordu:

“Tiurk yonetimine, Mustafa Kemal’e sunlar1 hatirlatmasm
yonermelisiniz: Baglagiklar son giinlerde (Istanbul’un iggali sira-
sinda) onun dost ve yakinlarindan bir ¢ogunu tutuklamislardir.
Onlar, Kilikya’daki Ermenilere karsi rehine olarak tutulacaklardir® .

23 [.D. A, FO/4185/156735, Ingiliz Yiiksek Komiseri Amiral Sir John de
Robeck’den Lord Curzon’a gizli yazn, Istanbul, 19.11. 1919, ilisikte Mustafa
Kemal’in 12. 11, 1919 tarihli telyazisinin Ingilizce cevirisi.

22 1. D. A., FO/5043/E 1358, Amiral Sir John de Robeck’den Lord Curzon'a
yazi, Istanbul, 17. 2. 1920, ilisikte Osmanli yénetiminden nofa.

% 1. D. A., FO/5045/E 2497.



TEHCIR VE “KIRIMLAR>® KONUSU 153

Tiirk Merhameti

Ermeni gangster ve tedhisgileri, Kilikya’daki Tiirk halkim ortadan
kaldirmak icin ellerinden geldigince cahgirlarken, General Kazim
Karabekir’in komutasindaki XV, Tiirk Ordusu, Erivan’daki tedhisci
Tasnak yonetimine karst harekete gegiyor; 4 Aralik 1920 tarihli Times
gazetesi su ilging haberi yaymmliyordu:

““‘Ermenistan’m boliinmesi’; “Tiirkler kinm davramiglarindan
kagindilar’. .. Kars ve Ardahan’a ek olarak, Tiirkler, Igdir ve
Giimrii ilgelerinin bir bolugiinii isgal ettiler. .. Tiirkler, Ermeni
halkina karsyi goriintirde iyi davrandilar. Bu, herhalde, Tiirk
komutant K&zim Karabekir’in karakterine atfedilebilir. Karabekir,
Ittihat ve Terakki Dernegi’nin Drang nach Osten siyasasinin hevesli
bir partizami olmakla birlikte, asker olarak lekesiz bir sohrete
sahiptir’ 26, /

Giimri Antlagsmasi imzalandiktan ‘ve ‘Ermenistan Bolgevikles-
tirildikten sonra, Ermeni sorunu, 1921 yulinda yapilan Moskova ve
Kars Konferanslarinda kesinlikle bir ¢éztime baglamiyordu.

Ermenileri Nasil Goriiyorlards

Amerikall uzmanlardan, Ermenistan’daki Amerikan kuruluna
mensup Dr. Pratt ve Erivan’da yardim igleriyle ugrasan Amerikan
Yiiksek Komiseri Albay Haskell, Ermeni halki ve énderlerini ¢cok asagt
sayiyorlardi. Dr, Pratt, Ermenilerin ‘‘hirsiz, dolandirici, ve cilgin®™
olduklarini; Albay /Haskell, “meslek itibariyla dilenci, hirsiz ve ya-
lanct” olduklarimi, “‘biisbiitiin  alcaldiklarini, birbirlerine yardim
edecek yetenek ve istege sahip olmadiklarini ve minnettarhktan ari
bulunduklarini® 6ne siirtiyordu 27.

Ingiliz Istihbarat mensuplarindan Leslie Urquhart’in bildirdigine
gore, 1918 yili Temmuz ayinda Ermeni asileri Bakii’de 8.000’den
gok ve Elizabetopol ilcesinde 18.000’den gok silahsiz Tatar’i “‘gad-
darca katletmiglerdi® 8.

Urfa’daki Amerikan yetimhanesi sorumlularindan Bayan Mary
Caroline Holmes, Ermeniler hakkinda goyle diyordu:

26 Times, Londra, 4. 12. 1920.
27 1, D. A.. FO/4161/E 173267.
2 . D, A., FO/3403/158226.
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“Ermenilerin karakteri, toplum veya yonetimle adalet, barig
ve denge esaslarina hi¢ uymuyor. Ermeniler arasinda, eger varsa,
terbiye biisbiitiin yitirilmis bulunuyor, soyle ki yalancilik, aldat-
ma, hirsizhk, santaj v.s., oteki soylar kadar onlar arasinda da
yayilmig bulunuyor.

Ermeniler arasindaki Hiristiyanhigin ne denli yiiksek seviyede
oldugunu, kendi inanglar: i¢in nasil hayatlarim yitirdiklerini ve
kendi Peygamberleri adina ne kadar iskence gektiklerini Ameri-
ka’da iken isitmistik. Bazilar1 kendilerini bu yolda feda ettiler,
ama c¢oklar1 hicbir fedakérhkta bulunmadi. Peygamberlerinin
adimni yadsidilar, Miisliiman oldular ve baglarim kurtarmak igin
kendi adlarim bile degistirdiler. Bu denli davramslarda bulunan-
lar1 ben kisisel olarak biliyorum. Oteki gahymalar yaninda, kadin
ve kizlari Miisliiman evlerinden kurtarmalgla ugragtyorum. Cogu
kez, Miisliiman kocalarnin birakmak istemiyor; kendi soylarindan
erkeklerle oldugu kadar Misliiman kecalariyla da mutlu, mem-
nun ve rahat yasiyorlar. ..

Son 24 yildan bert Ermeni sizlamslanimn Ingiltere ve Amerika’da
geniy Glgiide reklamy paprldigim) anutmamak gerek. Bir ziyaretciye Er-
meni, profesyonel dilenciolarak goriiniir. Kendi kendine yardim
etmesi igin onu caligmaya istelemek bhir sorun arzeder. Onda
minnettarlik dajaramayiniz. Bilakis, adi nankérliik, namussuzluk
ve bizzat kendine yardimda bulunan kisilere kargt diizen ¢evirme
olaylart goktun,’ Oteyandan, Kafkasya’da yenilgiye ugrayan ve Rus
ordusu harekete' gegmeden ince geri gekilen Tiirklerin Ermenilerce kirumdan
gegirilmeleri konusunda ne kader az bilintyor™ .

Ingiltere Digisleri Bakanligt Dogu Masas: vetkililerinden George

Kidston’un goérigleri:

“Ermeni, kirtm davraniglarinda bulunmada Miisliiman kom-
susu kadar Gstiinlitk gostermistir, Simdi Erivan’da erkte bulunan
Tasnak haydut sebekesine asla giivenilemez. Benim Istanbul’da
bulundugum siralarda Tagnaksutium orgiiti, Ittihat ve Terakki
Dernegiyle igbirligi yapiyor ve bu dernek gibi gizlilik ve tedhis
siyasast uyguluyordu. .. Dostumuz (Ermeni énderi) Aharoniyan,

2 1. D. A., FO/3660/140737. Mary Qaroline Holmes’dan “sevgili bir dosta”

yazi, Amerikan yetimhanesi, Urfa, 25. 9. 1919.
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Tagnak kardegliginin bashca énderlerinden biridir ve gérevinden
cekilmekte olan Papanciyan tarafindan aldatilmugtir, Tagnak-
larla Himgaklar arasindaki bu sonsuz anlagmazliklar tiim Ermeni
atmosferini zehirliyor ve bu zavalli halka yardimda bulunmaya
caligan her kigiyl bezdiriyor...” 3.

Ingiltere Dugigleri Bakanhigy Miistesar yardimeist (daha sonra
Miistesar), Turk diigmani ve Yunan dostu Sir Eyre Crowe'un go-
riigleri:

“Sunu unutmamaliyiz: Ermenilerin gecmis tarihindeki ta-
lihsizlikler (ki bunlardan Avrupa bir evreye dek sorumlu tutul-
malidir), onlary, kendi nefislerini savunmak i¢in yeralt: usullerine
bagvurmaya ve kendi muhaliflerini kirima tabi/tutmaya zorla-
mugtir. Ermenilerin karakteri simdi hog degildir. ..” 3L,

Ingiltere Disisleri Bakant Lord Curzon’&ll gore, Erivan Ermenile-
rinin 6nderleri “degersiz kigilerd:” ®2, 11 Mart 1920’de Lordlar Kama-
rasinda yapilan gériigmeler sirasinda, Kilikya’da bircok Ermenilerin
katledildiklerini iddia eden Ermeni hamisi Lord Bryce’a cevaben,
Lord Curzon, Ermenilerin, baz1 kisilerin kolayca tahmin edecekler:
gibi “masum kuzular olmadiklarimi™ kesinlikle belirtiyor ve soyle
diyordu: “‘Onlarin, anlasilan’tahrik altinda, olduk¢a vahgiyane ve
kanara birgok saldirilarda bulunduklarim gosterecek belgelere sahip
bulunuyorum” 3,

Bir Amerikan. askeri kurulunun bagkani olarak Ermenistan ve
Tiirkiye'yi gezen Tlimgeneral James G. Harbord, Amerikan Senatosu
i¢in hazirladigy raporunda gunlar: beyan ediyordu:

“...Genellikle Ermeni, iligki kurdugu 6teki soylarin mensup-
larinca sevilmiyor. Ermeninin kendi komsulariyla olan iligkileri,
Musevinin Rusya ve Polonya’daki durumunu andirir... Yakin
Dogu’da bir halk deyimine gore: ‘Ermeni, hi¢cbir zaman hukuken

3 I.D.A., FO/4215/153371, George Kidston’dan Sir Eyre Crowe’a ozel
yazi, Londra, 28. 11. 191g.

31 I, D.A., FO/4215/157720, Sir Eyre Crowe'dan George Kidston'a ozel
yazi, Paris, 1. 12. 1910.

32 I, D, A., FO/4965/E 15131.

33 1. D, A, FO/5043/E 1714, Lordlar Kamaras: goriismeleri, Londra 11.
3. 1920.
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haksiz, ahliken diiriist olamaz’. Amerikalt misyoner bile Erme-
ni’yi, daha hos ama tembel ve zevk tutkunu olan Tirk kadar
begenmez. Ermeni, kan akitilmasinda sugsuz degildir...” 34

Ingiliz Askeri Istihbarat Subesi sefi Tiimgeneral W. Thwaites,
1920 Eyliiliinde, Ingiltere Digisleri Bakanhgi daimi Miistesart Lord
Hardinge’e gonderdigi bir yazida soyle diyordu:

“...Frmenlerin tatmin edici mittefikler olduklarini veya
hak iddia ettikleri biitiin sempatiye layik olduklarini sanmak
abestir. ..’ %5,

2 1.D.A., FO/5108/E 4203, Tiimgeneral James G. Harbord'un raporu,
13. 4. 1920.
8 . D. A., FO/3411/158228.



In The Light of New Documents :

HOW ARMENIAN PROPAGANDA NURTURED A
GULLIBLE CHRISTIAN WORLD IN CONNECTION
WITH THE DEPORTATIONS AND “MASSACRES”

Dr. SALAHI R. SONYEL
FOREWORD

The betrayal of the relatively prosperous Armenian people of
the Ottoman Empire by their own self-seeking, self-centred and foreign-
inspired leaders, and in return, the treachery of some of the Armenians
against their own country, Turkey, when that country was engaged
in a life-and-death struggle against its enemies during the First World
War and after, have already been reflected in four fully-documented
pamphlets of mine recently published in Asikara and London’.

In this article I intend to examine 4 ndmber of further documents
which I have discovered in the British Foreign Office archives at the
Public Record Office. All these documents add further weight to the
conclusions I have, so far, arrived at in connection with the Armenian
question, viz. 1. that some of the Armenians and their leaders, unas-
hamedly and thoughtlessly, betrayed their own people, and acted tre-
acherously towards Turkey, their own country; 2. that they skilfully
used their propaganda organisations and organs all over Europe,
and also in the USA, to veil the truth about the Armenian dislocations
in Turkey during’ Turkey’s life-and-death struggle with its enemies,
particularly with Tsarist Russia; and g. that the Armenians themselves
indulged in a wide campaign of terror and massacre against the
Muslims, and again used their propaganda organs to persuade the
Christian World that it was the Armenians who were being massacred.

L See Greco-Armenian Conspiracy Against Turkey Revived, and Shacking New Do-
cuments Which Belie The Armenian Claim That the Ottoman Government was Responsible
Jor the Armenian Tragic Adventure 6o Vears Ago, Cyprus Turkish Association, London.
1975. “Yeni Belgelerin Isig1 Altinda Ermeni Tehcirleri” and “Armenian Deporta-
tions: A Re-Appraisal in the Light of New Documents®”, in Belleten, V. XXXVI,
No. 141, January 1972, pp. 31-69.
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Secret Ottoman Documents Connected with the Deportations,
Captured by British Intelligence in Istanbul:

As usual, I spent most of my summer holiday last year, in the
Public Record Office, reading the 1923 files of the British Foreign
Office in the g71 series, “political-Turkey”, when I came across a
number of “very revealing” Ottoman documents connected with
the Armenian relocations in Turkey in the year 1915. Apparently
these documents were stolen from the Ottoman Archives in Is-
tanbul, probably by some Greek or Armenian agents working
for British intelligence. We learn from a private letter, dated
“Constantinople, 22nd May, 1923”, sent to Lancelot Oliphant
of the Foreign Office by Nevile Henderson, then Acting British

. )

High Commissioner in Istanbul, that these “Statc Papers” were
apparently obtained by the Military Intelligence from the sub-
lime Porte in the early days of the Armistice of Mudros (g0. 10.
1918); they had lain hidden in their office ever since, and had
then been sent to the British High Commission, They were the
original instructions issued by Talat Bey for the Armenian
dislocations. (See File No. 9158, Document No. E 5523, in Fo.
371, Public Record Office)./

The following quotations from the documents in the 1928 Turkey
files, (photo-copies of some of which are attached to this article as
an appendix), further vindicate the case of the Ottoman Government
and officials in-connection with the Armenian dislocations. Let us
examine them. ./

In a secret letter No. 296, dated 28th May 1915, the Ottoman
Ministry of the Interior informed the officials and officers concerned
with Armenian dislocations as follows:

“...It is brought to our serious attention that, in article 8
of the rules concerning the installation and the maintenance of
the population that is to be transported to the known localities,
it has been mentioned that a person installed in the place arran-
ged could go to another place, if desired, after getting the aut-
horisation of the commission for emigrants and the consent of lo-
cal authorities. However, no persons must change their abode until the
end of the war...” The last sentence in this secret letter goes
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a long way in disproving the allegations of Armenian and pro-
Armenian propagandists that the Ottoman Government and officials
wished to exterminate the Armenians.

The following quotations are also quite revealing:

On 5th August 1915, Ismail Hakki, the Governor of Bursa, in a
confidential despatch No. 802 to the Sub-Governor of Mudanya, sent
the copies of a number of despatches relative to the relocation of
Armenians together with the rules to be put into force in the province,
recommending that he should put into execution these dispositions,
when he received the order to act. Here are some of these despatches:

“28. 7. 1915. The laws relative to the liquidation of debts and
credits between relocated Armenians and official institutions or
private individuals, will be sent to you shortly, In the meantime,
write the particulars down in a special regisfer, so that cases will
not he lost sight of. Sgd. Talat, Minister (of the Interior)”.

“g0. 7. 1915. Itis learnt that the private property of relo-
cated Armenians is being sold dirt ‘cheap to monopolists of this
class of business, and thus-greatly wronging the proprietors.
Consequently, the following measures must be taken:

a) Forbid the entry-or free circulation of all foreigners and
suspects in localities which will be evacuated;

b) If there are people of this category already in the district
make them to leave immediately;

c) If'there are such persons who have bought goods at ri-
diculous prices, take steps to annul the sale, to restore prices
to the right level, and to prevent illegal profits being made;

d) Authorise the Armenians to take away with them every-
thing they wish;

e) If there is found amongst the goods not taken away stuff
which has deteriorated by the weather sell, by auction, that of
primary importance;

f) The merchandise not taken away can remain without
deteriorating, keep it on behalf of the owner;

g) Prevent all agreement of the nature of hiring, pawning,
attachment or sale or mortgage, which is likely to take away all
rights of a proprietor to his property, and so sever his attachment
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to the country. Consider as null and void all agreements of this
sort which have been made from the time the relocations com-
menced until now;

h) Prevent any further agreements of this sort being con-
cluded;

1) Authorise the formalities of definite sales, but prevent
foreigners from buying land and household furniture. Sgd. Talat,
Minister”.

Talat was the Minister of the Interior who tried everything he
could to prevent the exploitation of the Armenians who were to be
relocated. He was later to receive his reward at the hands of an
Armenian assassin. ;

“g0. 7. 1915. .. Make special officials accompany the groups
of relocated Armenians, and see that they are provided with
food and other things that they have need of. Expenses incurred
in this respect will be settled by the allotments for the emigrants.
Sgd. Ali Munil for the Minister™.

On 28th August, 1915, the ‘Ottoman Ministry of the Interior
drew up a number of instruttions’ with regard to the relocation of
Armenians which were then sent in confidential despatches to the
various Governors responsible for carrying them out with specific
orders that they should use their best efforts and give careful attention
to their implementation. Some of the instructions were as follows:

“Art 1. /The, convoys of those to be relocated going on foot or
incarts to their place of destination, will be concen-
traied in the nearest station to their place of depar-
ture.

“Art 2. If amongst those to be relocated in the stations there
are found official documents proving that the family
supporter is a soldier, or if there are women or orphans
without a supporter, or Catholics or Protestants that
do not wish to go to their destination, they will be
separated and distributed among the villages of the
provinces and districts to which the stations belong. . .

“Art 3. The families of soldiers, Protestants and Catholics
not yet relocated from the places where they have
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Ermeni 'tehcirl_er_iqu:_- iliskin olarak Osmanh fgi_gler'i Bakanliginca
il ve ilge yoneticilerine gonderilen yonergeler
Instructions sent by the Ottomnan Ministry of the Interior to
governors of Provinces in Connection with armenian Relocations
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lived a long time, must be maintained in their places
of residence, as well as any manufacturers who are
really necessary to the country, and also any workers
employed in the factories which produce goods of
public utility or who are employed on the railways and
in the stations. The families belonging to Armenians
in this category will be equally maintained in their
locality. . .

The necessary food for the emigrants while on the-
ir journey until they reach their destination must
be assured. The cost of the food for the poor emigrants
must be borne by the open credit for. the service

of the installation of the emigrants.
/

“Art 10. Keep under permanent supervision 'the concentra-

“Art 12,

“Art 13.

tion camps of the relocated and | take the necessary
measures to assure their well being, as well as order
and security. Assure the proper food to the indigent
emigrants and look after/their health by daily visits
from a doctor. Take cave of the sick people and provide
all that is necessary for the expectant mothers and the
newly born infants. The functionaries as a whole
are responsible for all negligence in the carrying out
of these orders.

The officials of the expedition who are appointed
from the provinces and the districts on which the
stations depend, must execute the orders and the
instructions received. The Governors, Administrators
and Sub-Governors of the districts are hierarchically
responsible for the execution and integral application
of these instructions, as also for that of the proper
carrying out of the duties which are entrusted to the
officials of the expedition and the controller of service
of supplies.
Those to be relocated between Eregli and Pozanti
must be forced to leave partly by railway and part-
ly in motor cars. The sick people, the indigent, the
women and the children must be sent first by rail,
Belleten C. XLI, 11
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“Art 16.

“Art 18.

“Art 19.

“Art 21,

“Art 22.

“Art 23.

SALAHI R. SONYEL

and the others according to their capacity for en-
durance, either in carts or on mules or on foot. Ea-
ch convoy must be accompanied by a detachment of
guards and the food supply for the convoy must be
looked after until the destination is reached.

The central service of expedition must be informed
by telegram of the number of the persons and of the
date of departure of each convoy which is sent from
Eregli to Pozanti or to Tarsus or from Pozanti to
Tarsus.

The petitions that will be presented by the emigran-
ts to the provinces and to the districts fox leave to be
maintained or returned to their place of residence,
which show good reason other tham that of military
service, protestanism or catholicism must be sent to
the Minister of the Interior with a recommendation
on the subjcct and the officials will act in accordance
with the reply received. .

All cammumcatmns ﬁ‘om other central departments
on the subject of the maintenance or of the sending
back to their place of residence will be brought by
telegraph/ to the knowledge of the Minister and the
authorities will act in conformity with their instruc-
tions.

In cases where the emigrants will be the object of
an attack whether in the camps or during their jour-
ney, stop the assailants immediately and refer the
case to the court martial with particulars.

The officials who receive from the emigrants bribes
or gifts, or who abuse the women by promises or by
menace or who estaclish illicit relations with them
will be immediately recalled and deferred, with the

‘particulars, to the court martial to be severely pu-

nished.

If the special agents employed in the service of ex-
pedition and administrative functionaries who are
responsible for the supervision are negligent of their
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duties or careless in the exercise of their functions,
they will undergo a stoppage of salaries or emolu-
ments; in the event of a second offence their emo-
luments will be reduced and they will at the same time
be degraded in office.

“Art 24. The Governors and Commissioners are responsible
for exercising a continued supervision on the camps
and en route for taking measures, for organising in a
suitable manner the service of expedition and for
assuring the complete application of the dispositions
of these rules, Dated 28th August 1915.

Director of service rof Installation
and of the Maintenance of the Emig-
rants in the name of the Minister
of the Intetrior™.

After perusing the above documents; A sensible person with a
searching mind will find it extremely hard to be taken in by Armenian
and pro-Armenian propaganda that, early in 1915, the Ottoman Go-
vernment concocted a “‘satanic plan” to exterminate the Armenian
community in the Ottoman 'Empire, despite the fact that some Arme-
nians, particularly a numbér of Armenian leaders, had betrayed
the trust bestowed upon them by Ottoman society, by choosing the
path to treachery, espionage and rebellion against their country by
collaborating with .its enemies, thus resulting in the measures taken
by the Ottoman Gevernment to relocate the Armenians by having to
move them from places of strategic importance: in order to reduce
the risk of Armenian treachery.

THE ARMENIAN TREACHERY

Armenian Espionage :

The following authentic documents, exhumed from the British
Foreign Office archives, constitute further proof to the treachery of a
number of Armenians.

Confidential letter from Vahan Cardashian (an Armenian)
to Lord Robert Cecil, dated 8th July, 1918. Cardashian, who claimed
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to be a counsellor-at-law, was the Turkish High Commissioner for the
San Francisco Exhibition in 1915. Here is his letter:

“Fortyone days before the entry of Turkey in the war, I
informed the British Embassy at Washington of the decision of
Turkey to enter the war on the side of Germany, and transmiited
to it the Turkish plan of campaign. .. In the midsummer of 1915,
I directly communicated to the Foreign Office the substance
of a conversation I then had with General Ihsan Pasha who was
captured by the Russians (he was the commander of an army
corps), and having fled via Siberia, had found refuge in San

~ Fransisco where I was then acting as Commissioner for Turkey
I much regret to say. The substance of that conversation was
that, in the opinion of Ihsan, the most vuhlle'rablc point of the
Turkish line of defence was along the Ci’lician coast, since the
rail that supplies the Turk armies in Palestine and Mesopotamia
1s 45 miles from the coast and extends to it; and again to quote
Thsan: ‘Fortunately, God has ¢onfounded the minds and blinded
the eyes of the Allied strategists...’

Assim Bey, former Turk’ Minister for Foreign Affairs, told
me several times, and ‘Halil Bey, present incumbent of that
office told me once, that in the event of a war against Britain,
the Turkish objective would be Afghanistan and India via Trans-
Caucasia’ 2,

On 15th September, 1919, British Intelligence officers in Turkey,
in a despatch to the Director of Military Intelligence, enclosed a report
from the British Intelligence Officer at Adana on the military situation
in the Aziziye district, which was prepared after “‘a reliable agent
(Armenian, born in Persia)” was sent to Aziziye to obtain a detailed
account of the situation3, Similarly, a number of Armenians working
in the Ottoman Post Office were passing on information to Entente
Powers.

2 British Foreign Office documents in the Public Record Office: FO/3410/455,
Vahan Cardashian to Lord Robert Cecil, confidential letter New York 8. 7.1918.

8 FO/4222/142744, British Intelligence to Director of Military Intelligence,
15. 9. 19IQ.
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Armenian Collaboration With Enemy Powers :

On 8th December, 1919, the British Minister in Athens, Lord
Granville, in a cypher telegram informed British Foreign Secretary
Lord Curzon about the Pontus Movement of setting up a Greek
;-epub]jc in the Black Sea provinces of Turkey. Eight days later, George
Kidston, a member of the Eastern Department of the British Foreign
Office, made the following comments thereon:

“We know that they (the Greeks) have had conversations
with the Armenians regarding the formation of a combined
Greek and Armenian army...” %,

On 26th February, 1920, the British Foreign Offige received an
undated letter from M. Constantinis and G. Pissani, addressed to the
British Prime Minister Lloyd George, saying that/they had already
submitted to the Peace Conference three memoranda dealing with
the question of Euxine Pontus, and adding: //

“Geographical contiguity and con{munity of religion always
throws Pontus into close relations with Armenia... It is in the
interest of the Allies to promote the union of Armenians and Pon-
tine Greeks in a single federal state. The harmonious cooperation
of the two nations is/secured. On January 16th, 1920, a formal
agreement was concluded in Tiflis between the delegates of
Pontus Greeks and the Prime Minister of the Republic of Erivan,
M. Khatissian. The outlines of the constitution of the proposed
federal statehave been drawn and details left to future discus-
sion. .. By promoting the emancipation of both peoples from
Turks’ yoke, and encouraging their collaboration, the Allied
Governmens will set up a real barrier against Mustafa Kemal
and Lenin alike™ 5,

Even The Times of Ist March, 1920, carried a letter to the editor
by a person who used the initials D. A. K., entitled ““Caucasia and
Bolshevism”, saying that Pontus and Armenia, which a few months
earlier could not agree to collaborate, had become [inally converted

* FO/4240/161530, Lord Granville to Foreign Office, cypher telegram, Athens.
8. 12. 1919,

8 FO/5192/E 621, M. Constantinis and C. Pissani to Lloyd George, undated
letter received in the Foreign Office on 26. 2. 1920,
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to the ‘“‘statesmanlike policy” of the Greek premier Venizelos, who,
from the very beginning, had urged them closely to unite in view of
their “common interests”’. Five weeks earlier, their representatives had
concluded an agreement at Tiflis, and a military convention was signed
between General Termenasian, representative of Armenia, Colonel
Catheniotes, ex-Greek Army officer, and Colonel Ananias, formerly
of the Russian army but representing Pontus. The agreement was
about measures to be taken in concert for meeting an external threat
(e.g. from the Turkish Nationalists) °.

Meanwhile, in the absence of Sir John Tilley from the British
Foreign Office, Mr. Malcolm, the Armenian representative in London,
brought M. Khatissian, who until two months earlier was the Presi-
dent of Armenia, to see D. G. Osborne, one of the Foreign Office
staff, on the morning of 1gth July, 1g20. In & long interview, Khat-
issian thanked Great Britain whom Armenians regarded as their chief
champion. He was visiting Europe as a special and fully accredited
emissary of his Government to raise a loan of 20,000,000 dollars from
various Armenian colonies, half of which would be devoted to the
military expenses of occupying the Eastern Provinces of Turkey. He
asked that Armenia be authorised at once to occupy the Turkish
Provinces since an immediate advance by Armenian troops, in con-
junction with the Greek operations in Anatolia, and with, if possible,
the support of the British Fleet at Trabzon, would have considerable
chances of suecess without serious resistance, he believed; but the
Foreign Office, who consulted the War Office, would not authorise
this? despite the fact that Greek premier Eleftherios Venizelos was
suggesting the setting up of a Pontine State on the Black Sea shores
of Turkey which could collaborate with Armenia and Georgia to form
“a solid barrier against Islamism and eventually against Russian Im-
perialism”. He was asking for British financial assistance to help
create such a state®.

Despite the British attitude, the Armenians carried on with their
treachery. On 16th August, 1920, British High Commissioner in Is-

8 The Times, London, 1. 3. 1920.

7 FO[4958/E g127, Minute by D. G. Osborne of the Foreign Office, 1g. 7. 1920.

® FO/5135/E 12504, Eleftherios Venizelos to Lloyd George, cypher telegram,
Athens, 5. 10. 1920.
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tanbul, Admiral Sir John de Robeck, in a cypher telegram to Lord
Curzon, informed him as follows:

“l am informed that the French having being assured as to
their position in Syria, now propose to send strong reinforcements
to Cilicia and clear the country of the Nationalist forces. They
have aboui 5,000 Armenians under arms, besides volunteer irregulars,
for whose use Greece has just shipped from Piraeus, 5,000 rifles and 8
million rounds of ammunition...”*.

Armenian Propaganda:

On gth January, 1920, British Member of Parliament Aneurin
Williams, in a letter to Cecil Harmsworth, Parliamentary Secretary
to the Foreign Office, stated that the Reverend Harold Buxton, chief
agent of the Lord Mayor’s Armenian Fund in Asja Minor, had sent
very alarming news that Mustafa Kemal, th¢ Turkish Nationalist
leader, would massacre from 50,000 to 100,000 Armenians if the
Allies did not safeguard them. He throught that the danger was im-
minent. Aneurin Williams had no further information as to the whe-
reabouts of these Armenians, except that some weeks earlier, he had
heard that Mustafa Kemal had threatened to massacre all Christians
within his power if Turkey'were dismembered. He went on:

“Of course, Europe can’t submit to threats like that. I don’t
know what can.be done to save those whom he threatens to kill,
but at any rate, it can be made clear to him that Ais own head
will be forfeit if he does. 1 daresay, the whole matter is familiar to
you, but I feél bound to pass it on, and I am sure you will satisfy
yourself that everything that can be done to prevent such mas-
sacres is being done”.

On 14th January, 1920, W. S. Edmonds of the Easterm Depart-
ment of the Foreign Office, commented on this as follows:

“...The Armenians have naturally been full of the most alarmist
rumours, but this particular one is probably meant to influence Paris. . .” .

? FO/5054/E 9984 Admiral Sir John de Robeck to Lord Curzon, cypher
telegram, Istanbul, 16.8. 1920.

10 FO/4161/169898, Aneurin Williams M. P. to Cecil Harmsworth, letter,
London, g. 1. 1920.
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About nine months later, on goth October, 1920, the “Union
Nationale Armenienne’” of Cairo, in a letter to the British Foreign
Office asked for Allied military intervention “to save the Armenians
in Cilicia”. D. G. Osborne of the Eastern Department, commented on
this on 16th November, 1920, as follows:

“It is now an accepted canon that any misfortune that
befalls an Armenian is the result of his self-sacrificing devotion
to the cause of the Allies and entitles him to compensation from
Great Britain, It 1s stated in this letter that the present situation
in Cilicia ‘constitutes a singular reward to a people that has
allowed itself to be massacred and deported out of attachment
to the cause of the Allies’. This is going a little too far. .. Yesterday
General Bragratouni (Armenian) informed me that the Armenians
were fighting the Nationalists (Kemalists) on behalf of the Treaty
of Sevres and of the Allies. I denied. this and said that they were
fighting for Armenia. I think we should refuse all responsibility
for the Armenians in Cilicia dand in reply to this memo should
refer the Committee to the French Government. We might also
correct the fallacy of the massacres and deportations™ 1L,

A week earlier, the same officer of the Eastern Department, had
made the following comments in connection with the Armenian
agitation in Cilicia:

“This (the agitation) is, no doubt, quite true and fully accords
with the Dashnak propaganda methods. Thus Hadjin falls at the
psychological moment and exaggerated reports of massacres are
inserted in the press of the whole world thanks to the highly deve-
loped Armenian propaganda service” 12,

Actually, as the following documents will indicate without any
doubt, it was the Turks who were being massacred by the French
and the Armenians in Cilicia.

11 ¥O/5120/E 14122, Union Nationale Armenienne to Foreign Office, letter,
Cairo, 30. 10. 1920 and Foreign Office comments thereon.

12 FO/5210/E 13870 Minute by D. G. Osborne, g. 10. 1921.
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ARMENIAN ATROCITIES

The following extracts from a letter sent on 12th April, 1920, by
(., F. Bates, President of Robert College, Istanbul, to A. Lybyer of
the American fact-finding mission in Turkey, on the existing situation
is interesting:

.. The policy of the French Government in bringing Ar-
menian soldiers into Cilicia, and employing them there as gen-
darmes and policemen, has had a very bad effect throughout all
Asia Minor. .. Many of these Armenian soldiers frankly avowed
that they had come to this country for revenge. .. I very much
fear that the announcement that an Armenian Kingdom is to be
created in Asia Minor will be the signal for the brea.kmg out of
serious riots and massacres all over the country

Sir Ronald Graham of the British Foreigh Office described these
views as “‘sound’ 3, /

Even Brigadier-General A.F. Wavell of the British Egyptian
Expeditionary Force admitted that many excesses were committed
in Cilicia by “certain portions of :tﬂe French Armenian troops”; but
disciplinary action had been taken and the French Armenian troops
had been relieved by British troops and concentrated outside the
towns. The “worst elements in these Armenian battalions” were
bemg removed, and thesituation in Cilicia, according to the general,
was much improved. Commenting on this despatch, N. D. Peterson
of the Foreign Office, said:

“General Allenby’s report that the French Armenians were
unsatisfactory seems more than justified, and I expect that this is
a very mild account of what really took place” **.

To these accusations against the Armenians, Percy Christian,
an Englishman, on 2nd May, 1920, added the following:

“Once again [ feel it my duty to inform you of the critical
state of the Province of Adana. Since the withdrawal of the

13 FO/4157/6681g, C.F. Bates to A. Lybyer, letter, Istanbul, 12.4.1920.
1 FO/4165/79400, Brigadier-General A.F. Wavell to British High Commis-
Sioner in Istanbul, 15. 4. 1919.
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British troops, things have gone from bad to worse and only
false reports get outside the country. The Movement which is
daily augmenting, is not merely brigandage, but a general uprising
of the whole Moslem population against the intolerable persecution,
tyranny and unprecedented corruption : wholesale destruction of Moslem
villages by bands of another creed, armed for the purpose: their homes
burned, and their crops —which are exceptionally fine this year—
left to rot in the fields. No Moslems are safe. Even in towns their
women are unveiled and insulted in broad daylight. 40 or 50 villages in
the plain between Adana, Sis and Osmaniye have been des-
troyed. Natives of all creeds no longer trust Euwrope...” 13,

About six weeks later, British ambassador in Parisy Lord Derby,
sent the following interesting cypher telegram to Lovrd Curzon:

“Mr, Vansittart (British representative jat the Peace Con-
ference) gathers from M. de Caix, Berthelotand Kamner (French
Officials). .. that French difficulties had been much augmented
by the Armenians themselves who had lost no opportunity of
massacring isolated Turks™ 16,

The French Chargé d’Affaires in London, in a note to the British
Foreign Office on 8th November, 1920, dwelt on the situation in
Cilicia, adding that the Armenian agitation continued, and that its
main object was a political one - the fulfilment of a progamme involving
the establishment of an independent Cilicia'?. But the true state ol
affairs in Cilicia was revealed by H. C. A. Eyres, an Englishman of
Famagusta (Cyprus), in a confidential letter of 26th October, 1920.
I append heéreunder this interesting letter in tofo :

“Famagusta, confidential, No. 2, 26. 10. 1920... From con-
versations with a large number of persons who have either left
Cilicia lately or have had letters and news from there... when
the French authorities first took over the Government of Cilicia,
the natives were highly pleased... and quite prepared to settle

5 FO/5033/E 8264, Percy Christian to Lord Allenby, letter, Cyprus, 2.5.
1920.

1 FO/5051/E 6966, Lord Derby to Lord Curzon, cypher telegram, Paris,
z1. 6. 1920.

17 FO/5210/E 13870, French Chargé d’Affaires A. de Fleauriau to Sir J.
Tilley, note, London, 8. 11. 1920.
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down and live in amity with each other. The Turks of Adana
collected a large sum of money to indemnify the Armenians and
did so. They rebuilt their houses and restored their cattle and
horses to such an extent that, in many cases, Armenians found
themselves possessed of greater wealth than before. On the arrival
of the French Colonel Bremond, he seized the remainder of this
fund and confiscated it. He laid his hands on all visible assets and
is said to have put everything in his pocket. In conjunction with
a band of officers, who governed the town, e.g. Captain André
of Osmanieh, Captain Martin at Adana, Captain Teiheren at
Sis, etc., he raised bands of brigands who went about the country
burning and looting the Turkish villages and the proceeds were shared
by the principals. Captain André is stated to have been parti-
cularly active in this line. /

In Adana itself a massacre of Turks jtook place one night and
the people in some 6o houses were murdered and robbed. There was a
British eye-witness there at the/time. . it 1s impossible to dishelieve
the tale he told me. Such a massacre could not have taken place
without French connivance and assistance, though the actual per-
petrators were believed 10" be solely Armenians. .. The result of this
shocking misgovernment was that the Turks (led from Adana
in great numbers and' the villagers made for the hills. They
organised resistance against the French and obtained aid in the
shape of arms, and ammunition from the Nationalists. .8,

- - ’ a1l - - -
Even Britishe Army officer Major Noel, who was sent to Anatolia
to arouse the Kurds against the Turkish Nationalists, but was pursued

by the Kemalist forces and almost captured reported, in May 1919 as
follows:

“As a result of three months touring through the area occu-
pied and devastated by the Russian Army and the Christian Army
of revenge accompanying them during the spring and summer
of 1916, I have no hesitation in saying that the Turks would be able
to make out as good a case against their enemies as that presented against
the Turks... According to almost universal testimony of local

8 FO/5210/E 14898, British High Commissioner Sir Horace Rumbold to
Lord Curzon, despatch Istanbul, 1g. 11. 1920.
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mhabitants and eye-witnesses, Russians acting on the instigation
and advice of Nestorians and Armenians who accompanied them. . .
murdered and butchered indiscriminately any Moslem member of the civil
population who fell into their hands. A typical example that might
be quoted is the extermination of the town of Rowanduz and the wholesale
massacre of ils inhabitants. . . A traveller through the Rowanduz and
Neri districts would find widespread wholesale evidence of outrages
committed by Christians on Moslems'® .

Mustafa Kemal, leader of the Turkish Nationalists, on 12th
November, 1g1g, sent a telegram protesting vigorously against the
occupation of Cilicia by the French, and adding.

*“The massacres, oppression and atrocities, and the policy
of extermination carried out in the wvilayet (province) of Aidin,
which was given to the Greeks to occupy with a view to opening
the way to a division of Turkey, are identical with those perpet-
rated in the localities of Marash} Ouffa and Aintap (Antep),
dependencies of the Vilayet of Adana, which the French have
occupied, using the Armenians as their instruments. These acts are the
last of a series of flagrant injustices of a political nature...” 2.

The Ottoman Government protested against the Cilicia incidents,
asserting that Turkish action ‘was due to “the unwarrantable extension
of French occupation and the Armenian excesses and provocation”.
W. S. Edmonds of the British Foreign Office commented as follows
on these protests:

“No doubt the Armenians, whether native civilians or French
mercenaries, have used many chances of working off old scores,
and the attitude of the French authorities was very likely into-
lerable. . .”

Lord Hardinge added: “The Grand Vizier was right in his
accusation against the French™ 2.

1 FO /3658 /84426, Admiral Richard Webb, British acting High Commissioner,
to Lord Curzon letter, Istanbul, 17. 5. 1919, enclosing copy of a report by Major
E. W. C. Noel.

20 FO/4185/156735, Admiral Sir John de Robeck to Lord Curzon, confiden-
tial despatch, Istanbul, 1g. 11. 1919, enclosing translation of a telegram dated 12.
11. 1919 from Mustafa Kemal.

1 T'O/5043/E 1358, Admiral Sir John de Robeck to Lord Curzon, despatch,
Istanbul, 17. 2. 1920, enclosing a note from the Ottoman Government.
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TURKISH HOSTAGES

As late as April 1920, the British Foreign Office was still receiving
alarming reports about the situation of the Armenians in Cilicia, On
grd April, 1920, the Foreign Office, in an urgent cypher telegram to
British High Commissioner in Istanbul, Admiral Robeck, was ins-
tructing him as follows:

“You should instruct the Turkish Government to remind
Mustafa Kemal that the Allies have recently arrested several of
his friends and associates (during the Allied occupation of Istanbul)
who will be held as hostages for the Armenians in Cilicia” *2.

Whereas the truth was that those who were being massacred in

Cilicia, as the above documents show, were the Tuarks.
/

TURKISH MAGNANIMITY

Whilst the Armenian gangsters and ferrorists were doing their
best to exterminate the Turkish population of Cilicia, the Turkish
XVth Army Corps, under the command of Kazim Karabekir, was
moving against the terrorist Tashnak Government of Erivan in a
final show-down. The Times of the 4th December, 1920, carried the
following headlines and story:

““Partition of Armenia’, “Turks Refrain From Massacre’ ..
In addition‘to Kars and Ardahan, Turks take Igdir and part of
Alexandropol /districts. .. Turks appear to have behaved com-
paratively  well towards the Armenian population, which is
probably due to the character of the Turkish commander, Ka-
zim Karabekir Pasha, who although an ardent partisan of the
Committee (Committee of Union and Progress) policy of Drang
nach Osten, has an unsullied reputation as a soldier®...”

With the signature of the Treaty of Alexandropol, and the ens-
uing Bolshevisation of Armenia, the Armenian question was finally
settled at the Moscow and Kars Conferences.

22 FO/5045/E 2497, Foreign Office to Admiral Robeck, urgent cypher tele-

gram, 3. 4. 1920.
23 The Times, London, 4. 12. 1920.
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WHAT THEY SAID ABOUT THE ARMENIANS

Sir Eyre Crowe, (Turcophobe) member of the British Foreign
Office:

“We must remember that the misfortunes of their (Armenian)
past history, for which Europe is in some measure to blame, have
led them in self-defence, to adopt subterranean methods and 7o be-
come too prone to massacring their opponents. The Armenian character is
now not a more pleasing one than that of any other nationality
which has for centuries had to submit to Turkish domination 24...”.

George Kidston of the British Foreign Office:

“I fear that there is not the slightest doubt that the Armenian
1s at least as good a hand at massacring as his Moslem neighbour,
and the Dashnak gang, who are at present in control at Erivan
inspire no confidence. The Dashnaksutiun in my day at Cons-
tantinople were hand in glove with thé C. U. P. and have always
followed the same policy of secrecy and violence... Our friend
Aharonian is a leading light of the Dashnak brotherhood, and has
fallen foul of Papanjanian who is resigning. These everlasting
feuds between the Dashnaks and the Hintchaks poison the whole
Armenian atmosphere and make one despair of ever being able
to do anything effective for these unfortunate people?s...”.

Mary Caroline Holmes, of the American Orphanage at
Urfa: /

“The traits of character (of the Armenians) are far
from those which make for reighteousness, peace, or any
sort of stability in society or government. What morality,
if there ever was any, seems to have quite disappeared, so
that lying, deceit, thieving, blackmail, etc., are as common
among them as among the other races.

We heard much in America about the high standard of
Christianity among them; of how they died for their faith

* FO/4215/157720, Sir Eyre Crowe to George Kidston, private letter, Paris,
I. 12. 19IQ.

® FO/4215/153371, George Kidston to Sir Eyre Crowe, private letter, London,
28. 11. 1919. in reply to latter’s letter of 17. 11. 1919 from Paris.
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and suffered untold agony for the name of their Lord. Some
did. Many did not. They denied his name, became Moslem,
even changing their names to save their skins. I personally
know those who did these things. I am engaged in rescuing
women and girls from Moslem homes, among other things.
Quite as often as not, they do not wish to leave their
Moslem men, are happy and contented and to my mind
quite as well off as with men of their own race. . .

It Js essential to remember that for 24 years the grie-
vances of the Armenians have been systematically advertised
in England and America. To the visitor the Armenian has
shown himself no better than a professional /beggar. To get
him to do a hand’s turn to help himself'is an exception,
and gratitude does not seem to be part of his code. Indeed,
the examples of base ingratitude, of dishonesty, of intrigue
against the very individuals who are helping him, are only
too numerous. On the other “hand, how little is known
of... the massacres by Armenians during the retreat into Armenia
of the defeated Turks before the Russian advance through the
Caucasus. . .” 28,

Major-General James G. Harbord of the American Military
Mission to Armenia:

“...The Armenian generally does not endear himself to
those of other races with whom he comes into contact. The
Armenian stands among his neighbours very much as the Jew
stands in Russia and Poland. .. The popular saying in the Near
Eastis: “The Armenian is never legally in the wrong, never morally
in the right’. Even the American missionary does not like the
Armenian as much as he does the more genial but indolent and
pleasure-loving Turk. The Armenian is not guiltless of blood himself27”.

“¢ FO/3660/140737, Mary Caroline Holmes to “My dear friend”’, American
Orphanage, Urfa, 25. 9. 1919.

*" FO/5108/E 4203, Report of the American Military Mission to Armenia,
by Major-General James G. Harbord, 13. 4. 1920.





